TARABAI 


Тһе history of Rajasthan is written in the 
heroic deeds of hermen and women. Tradi- 
tional ballads as well as modern text-books 
have made some of them well-known. 
Many however have remained little-known 
though they were no less valorous; TARABAI 
for instance. 

А Chauhan Бу birth, she proved that a 
daughter could be as valiant as a gon. She 
was instrumental in restoring hex father's 
usurped estates to him. She fought by her 
husband as he rode forth to quell a 
treacherous attack on her father-in-law, 
Rana Raimal. 

Her husband, Prithiviraj, was no less а 
personality. He was the younger brother of 
the famous Rana Sanga. Had his life not 
been treacherously shortened by his 
brother-in-law, he would have enjoyed 
today ав important a place ав is accorded 
to Rana Sanga in Rajput history. 

The story, as narrated in this book, is based 
on Col Tod's "Annals and Antiquities of 
Rajasthan”. There із divergence of opinion 
however, regarding the facta of the story. 
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КА! SURTAN, THE RAJPUT CHIEFTAIN OF BAPNOR 
WAS ORIGINALLY FROM THODA. BUT НЕ НАР BEEN 
OVERCOME BY INVADING AFGHANS AND. HAD BEEN. 
FORCED TO LEAVE THE HOME OF HIS FOREFATHERS) 


HE HAD MOVED ТО BADNOR, 
AT THE FOOT OF THE 

ARAVALLI RANGE, WITHIN 
THE BORDERS OF MEWAR. 


AS SHE GREW UP, ЮМ SURTAN OFTEN TOLD YER 
STORIES OF THEIR HOME IM THOPA AND OFTHE 
AFGHAN ATROCITIES, 


1 HAVE TRIED SEVERAL 
TIMES TO WIN THODA 

ВАОС FROMTHE AFGHANS 
BUT HAVE РАКЕ? 


он FATHER! HOW 1 
WISH I WERE A BOY | 
ЖОЛ? MOUNT А HORSE, 
BRANDISH MY SWORD, AND 
WIN ВАСК OUR LOST 
KINGDOM. 


RAI SURTAN WAS PROUD OF HER SPIRIT 


YOU ARE AS 6007 
AS ANY 50N. 1 WILL 
TRAN YOU IN ALL THE 
MANLY PURSUITS! 


SOME DAY YOU WILL 

HELP ME WIN THODA BACK 

FROM THE INVADERS. I KNOW 
you WILL. 


EVEN WHILE RIDING AT FULL SPEED... 


-.. SHE COULD SHOOT 
STRAIGHT AT HER 


LIONS. ANP RAI SURTAN OBSERVED 
WITH. PRIDE THE PROGRESS 


THE MOST STALWART STA 
WERE LIKE LAMB2I Ж 
INDER НЕЁ. HER TRAINING. sz 


WER TRAINING W, Т 
HOUSEHOLD DUNES 

WAS A0T NEGLECTED 

EITHER. გ 


FOON TARABAI WAS EASILY THE MOST 
ACCOMPLISHED GIRL IN ALL MEWAR. 


| ТАКА 15 NOW STROMÓ. 
ENOUGH TO STAND THE 
TRIALS OF CAMPAIGN: 
TWALI MARE OnE 

HORE ATTEMPT ct 


HE CALLED 


INTO THODA. 


„ВИТ THEY WERE GREATLY 


‘QUTNUMBERED. 


THIS ATTEMPT ТОО WAS A FAILURE. 


WE HAVE FAILED, 
BUT WE MUST 
NOT LOSE HOPE. 


NOINEVER! INSTEAD 

LET Us GATHER FRESH TROOPS 
AND INTENSIFY THE 

TRAINING OF OUR OLD HANDS, 


WHILE RAI SURTAN 805960 HIMSELF IN RECRUITING MORE 
TROOPS, TARABAI TRAINEP THE SOLDIERS. 
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MEANWHILE THE FAME OF TARABAI’S JAIMAL, THE THIRD SON OF THE RANA 
BEAUTY AND TALENTS REACHED ФЕ MEWAR, DECIDED TO WIN HER FOR 
MEWAR. HIMSELF. 
ISHALLGO то 
ВАРМОР AND MAKE 
| 
HAVE YOU 
HEARD? ТАКАВА, > 
AL SURIAN 9 2) 
ИШТЕЕ mas KA 
PERSONALLY ' 
UNDERTAKEN THE Я 
TRAINING OF Wi 
CAVALRY Мен, zi 
шэг 
Dad 

DIFFICULT то 

IMAGINE HOW ONE. 

SO FAR COULD YET |5 

BE 50 STRONG! 


AT BADNOR= 


ЗАМА. OF MENAR 
WHAT MAY YOU 
WANT OF 052 


1 HAVE COME TO WIN 
THE HAND OF THE FAIR 
ТАКАВА: 


REDEEM THE CITY OF 
ТНОРА AND 1 SHALL 
BE YOURS. 


BUT ІЛІМДІ. HAD МО INTENTION OF 
DOING SO IN THE INMEDIATE FUTURE. 


SHALL BE FULFILLED 


sue is EVEN (ааа 
MORE --_ჩ 
სოს оса 


ING MY EYES 
ON HER. 


HE MADE NO ATTEMPT TO RALLY 
HIS TROOPS. INSTEAD— 


UNFORTUNATELY HIS INTENTIONS: 
WERE NOT HONOURABLE. ONE DAY— 


BEFORE | REDEEM 
Th 


< 
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NO, SIR, YOU MUST _ _ 

Me MET ice | 
THOSE ARE MY 

MISTRESS” APARTMENTS, 


ЯАГ SURTAN, HEARING THE MAID 


SCREAM, RUSHED TO THE SPOT. 


WH-WHATS 
THE MATTER? 
WHY DID YOU 
SCREAM? 


SHAME! 

AND YOU, THE 50Ң 
OF RANA 
FAIMAL! 


= < 
` 
< 
RAI SURTAN HAS 
KILLED JAMAL, 
SHALL WE PREPARE 
FOR BATTLE АҺ? 


КАТЕ BADHOR ТО 
THE GROUND? 


THE NEWS OF JAIMAL'S DEATH 5008 BUT THE RANA WAS А NOBLE MAN. 
REACHED THE EARS OF THE RANA. 


NO! JAIMAL DARED TO INSULT 
HIS HOST; ENDANGER THE HONOUR 
OF HIS DAUGHTER. THAT TOO, WHEN 
RAI SURTAN 19 ALREADY IN 
DISTRESS. НЕ PESERVED TO МЕ! 


PRITHVIRAJ, THE FANA'S SECOND SON, THE RANA GOMY SON: 
TURNED TO THE RANA. WA$ OVERJOYED. 


LET ME HELP 
THE DISTRESSED 
FATHER AND 
WIN THE РАК 
TARABAI. 


AT BADNOR, TARABAI LAIP 
THE SAME' CONDITION | 
BEFORE PRITHVIRAL. : კიო. 
L THOA То YOUR 
FATHER OR IAM 
NO TRUE 


REDEEM THOPA 
ANP ГАМ YOURS. 


1 WISH. WITH ALL MY 
HEART THAT YOU 00. 
1 WOULD RATHER BE 
YOUR BRIDE THAN 

ANYONE ELSE'S. 


PRITHVIRAJ 
WASTED NO TIME | PLAN TO 


THE AFGHANS WILL 
БЕ ENGROSSED IN THE 
FESTIVITIES.THEY WILL BE 

ОЕ THEIR GUARD. 


VLL COME | \ T 
WITH YOU. A 


TOME IF YOU MUST, 
FAIR PRINCESS. 
THOUGH I'D RATHER 
YOUR PRECIOUS LIFE. 
WERE NOT ENDANGERED. 


ON THE DAY OF MUHARRAM— 


P TARABAI YOU, ANV онь. | 
ACAVALRY-MAN RIDE WITH ME, 


‚О, WE WILL SOON PASS UNDER 
341 тне BALCONY oF THE RaDMIN 


к WHICH THEIR CHIEF 19 DRESSING, 
s : 


Газ THE PROCESSION PROCEEDED, THE CHIEF 
CAME OUT ON THE BALCONY. 


WHO ARE 


PRITHVIRAI’S LANCE STRUCK HIM DOWN. 


КП ТЕТҮҮ БАН 


во 


... SENT HIM STAGGERING TO 
HIS DEATH. 
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WHILE THE PANIC- STRICKEN 
CROWDS WERE YET RECOVERING 
FROM THE SHOCK... 


x ARE THE 
MURDERERST 


BUT TARABAI SENT 
THE ELEPHANT 
LUMBERING AWAY. 


(AS SOON AS THEY WERE INTHE 
MIDST OF THEIR TROOPS— 


۴ ат A Ч 
THE AFGHANS FLED. CUT THE INVADING DON'T LET THEM 
<< _ ს CURS To BITS! ESCAPE! 
კ | 1 2212 
` ( 
4 ба რ \ Та, 
же თ. 


WHEN THE AFGHANS WERE 
COMPLETELY ROUTED A MESSAGE| 
WAS SENT TO RAI SURTAN. 


TRODA S FREE HAD 
RUNS THE RETURN. 
OF WS PRINCE 
-PRITRVIRAS КА. 

TRISNI. 


|| 0VX>(0C THOVA, ТАКАВА. AND PRITHVIRAJ WERE 
|| WAITING то RECEIVE НІН. 


MY DAUGHTER? 

MY SON! THIS 15 

THE HAPPIEST PAY 
IN MY LIFE. 


TARABAI AND PRITHVIRAJ. 
LED HIM INTO A JUBILANT 


HAPPY DAY 
FOR THOVA! 


Аз SOON АЗ RAI SUKTAN НАР 


MAKE. SETTLE IN THODA- 


ARRANGEMENTS 
FOR THE WEDDING 
Г\ OF TARABAI AND 


ს PRITHVI RAJ. LET THERE 
> BE NO DELAY. 4 


THE VALIANT 
PRITHVIRAJ HAS 


yes! оик 
PRINCESS DID WELL 


2 PROVED BEYOND DOUBT 
[| THAT НЕ CAN TAKE CARE 
|. OF HER ANDHER PEOPLE. 


то CHOOSE HIM. HE HAS ҮЕ 


line ТІПТ 
ТНҮЧ 
SS 


far 


PONT 60 
AWAY ТО MEWAR 
JUST YET. 

| WOULD ВЕ 
HAPPY ТЕ YOU 
COULD HELP ME 
ARRANGE THE 
AFFAIRS OF MY 
KINGDOM. 


WE WILL STAY, 
FATHER. 


50 THEY STAYED 
ОН AT THOPA, 
HAPPY, IN EACH 
OTHER'S COMPANY. 
—T0 THE GREAT 
SATISFACTION OF 
RAL SURTAN. 


ТАМ RESTLESS, DEAR <= იდა“ 

HUSBAND. [LONG FOR LETUS GO 

FRESH SIGHTS AND NEW TO MEWAR, 
‘ADVENTURES. ს 


Щ [THE TRAITORS ROSE AGAINST RANA) 
MEANWHILE IF YOU HELP ME 
AT MEWAR- | OVERTHROW THE FAIMAL, PRITHVIRAJ’ FATHER. 


RANA, (SHALL GIVE 

YOU А PORTION OF 

MEWAR AS YOUR 
REWARD, 


YOUR OFFER 
15 WORTH МУ 
FULL SUPPORT. 


НЕ ANA, TAKEN. BY SURPRISE, MUSTERED 
НАТ TROOPS НЕ COULD AND GAVE B/ 


BUT THE КАМА” TROOPS WERE А MERE 
HANDFUL COMPARED ТО THE HORDES 
ОР THE TRAITORS. 


195 PRITHVIRAJ 
AND HIS WARRIOR 
врет 


// 


WOMAN THAT SENT 
ME REELING 


LL WHO WATCHED HER IN 
ICTION, MARVELED. 


LET US FLEE WHILE 
WE ARE YET ALIVE. 


ONE DAY= | 


A LETTER FROM MY 2 

SISTER. THE ONE WHO | WHAT DOES 
MARRIED THE SIROHI £ IT 5M2 
PRINCE, РАВНОО RAO, Ё ; 


SHE COMPLAINS OF 
ТИТКЕАТМЕКТ, AT THE US 60 IMMEDI: TAT THE PRINCE 
HANDS OF THE PRINCE- | [ATELY ТО SIROHI, JE AND BRING HER 
AN ОРША AD- | | PUNISH THE 
DICT. SHE BEGS | PRINCE AND BRING 
TD BE TAKEN | | HER BACK, 
BACK HOME. 


1 0 NOT LIKE TO SEND 
YOU ALONE.LET МЕ 


a ON THIS 
EXPEDITION РР 
RATHER GO ALONE. 


UT PRITHVIRAJ WAS APAMANT 
ND SET OUT ALL ALONE. ) 
ал Ж/Д 


| SHALL 
SCALE THE 
PALACE WALLS. 


он! SISTER! 
SISTER! 15 THIS 
YOUR PLIGHT? 
EVEN SERVANTS 
ARE BETTER OFF. 


“YOU SHALL DIE | 
РАВНОО RAO, YOU 
SCOUNDREL! 


OH! 11% YOU, 


, Yt, FORGIVE HIM 
PRITHVIRAJ. FORGIVE 


DEAR BROTHER. 


ALL RIGHT, 


МЕ. PLEASE SPARE FOR MY SAKE 1 WILL. BUT 
NOT BEFORE HE 
MW LIFE. SPARE HIS LIFE. T. BEFORE HE 


PUNISHED. 


сә. AND PLACE 
THEM ON YOUR 
HEAD. 


(6000! HOW 
TOUCH HER 
FEET. 


YOU WILL PAY 
FOR THIS WITH 
YOUR LIFE; 

PRITHVIRAJ- 


YOU ARE FORTUNATE 
TO HAVE SUCH A 
DEVOTED WIFE. 


YES. LAM. 
SORRY THAT | 


BUT РАВНОО 840% REPENTANCE WAS: 


NOT GENUINE. НЕ SEETHED INWARDLY. PRITHVIRAJ 15 
* 


FOND OF SWEETS. 
A FEW POISONED. 
SWEETS WILL DO 
THE TRICK. 


A FEW DAYS LATER 

PRITHVIRAJ TOOK | д TARABAI WILL BE 

LEAVE OF HIS ANXIOUSLV WAITING 
SISTER AND HER FOR ME. IT?S TIME | 

HUSBAND. ġ RETURNED HOME. 


HERE ARE SOME 
SWEETS FOR YOU TO EAT 
ON THE WAY. 


| 


PRITHVIRAJ WAS OVERWHELMED BY 
РАВН00% GENEROSITY. 


TARABAI WILL BE PLEASED 
TO LEARN OF THE OUTCOME 
OF MY VISIT, MAY YOUANP. 
NV SISTER LIVE HAPPILY Д 
HENCEFORTH. 


HOW WE MISJUPGEP РАВНОО. 
HE I$ А GOOD MAN АМР 


HAS TRULY REPENTED OF 
HIS PAST BEHAVIOUR. 


45 НЕ NEARED 
IKHUMBALMER, HE 
SUDDENLY FELT АЯ 
HUNGRY. 
PLL EAT А FEW 
OF THE SWEETS AND 
TAKE THE REST Т0 
ТАКАВА: 


AS НЕ REACHED THE SHRINE 
OUTSIDE THE PALACE— 


| FEEL ODD. 
MY EYELIDS REFUSE 
TO REMAIN OPEN. 


AND THE UNSUSPECTING 
PRITHVIRAJ ATE A FEW 


PIECES. 


1CAN HARDLY 
SIT STRAIGHT 
ON MY HORSE. 
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THEN PRITHVIRAJ UNDERSTOOD. BEFORE HE COULD 0046 
` HIMSELF ANY FURTHER, НЕ WAS 
DEAD! 


TARABAI! TARABAI! 1 MUST 
REACH TARABAI. 


AS SOON AS TARABAI HEARD 
THE NEWS, SHE RAN OUT TO 
WHERE HER HUSBAND LAY. 


IT 5 OUR 
PRINCE! "ug HAS 
BEEN 

POISONED! 


HER LOVE FOR THE МАМ | MY HUSBAND! 
ES OH MY DEAR 


HUSBAND! 


JOINED HER HUSBAND 
ON THE FUNERAL PYRE. 


BUT THE MEMORY OF THIS HEROIC 
LIVES. OVER THEIR АН ^ Wis 
А SHRINE WHICH CAN BE SEEI 


ОН THE ROAP LEADING TO. 
KHUMBALMER IN UDAIPUR, 


AMAR CHITRA HATHA 
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